What to Expect in Response to a Confirmed Positive Huanglongbing Detection

Huanglongbing (HLB), also known as citrus greening disease, is caused by the bacteria
Candidatus Liberibacter asiaticus (CLas). which can be transferred to plants in the citrus
family (Rutaceae) by an infected Asian citrus psyllid (ACP), adult or nymph. HLB-infected
trees bear small, asymmetrical fruit which are partially green, rancid tasting, and inedible.
Once infected, the tree will decline in health and die. HLB is considered to be one of the
most serious plant diseases in the world and there is no cure. HLB is not harmful to human
or animal health.

As a resident in the community where an HLB detection is confirmed, you can expect to
see California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) and your local County
Agricultural Commissioner’s office (CAC) staff surveying for HLB-infected host plants
(primarily citrus trees) in the area, conducting insecticidal treatments to control ACP
populations, and removing confirmed HLB diseased trees.

Due to the serious nature of this pest and disease, you can expect these activities to be
ongoing for many years. Your cooperation with the program will help to protect your citrus
trees, your neighbor’s trees, and those of your entire community.

The CDFA'’s Citrus Pest and Disease Prevention Division (CPDPD) has authority under
the Food and Agricultural Code and the California Code of Regulations to inspect, treat
for, and eradicate invasive pests and diseases that cause harm to citrus plants. Activities
associated with an HLB confirmed detection are mandatory.

All activities associated with this project are offered free of charge to residents in the
project area. CDFA staff or others associated with the program will never ask for money
for any activities conducted.

Activities that CDFA may conduct on your property:

Survey

Detection Survey — Multi-Pest Survey (MPS)
CDFA staff conduct MPS to determine the presence of citrus pests and diseases,
including HLB, in an area. This survey is risk-based, and both insect and plant samples
may be collected. Staff will visually inspect citrus trees and other closely related hosts for
ACP and symptoms of HLB, as well as other citrus pests and diseases.
o Upon arriving at a residence, staff will make contact with an adult at the residence
to request permission to survey both front and/or backyard host plants.
o Surveyors may work alone or in pairs.
e  The surveyor(s) will never ask to enter your home.
o  The surveyor(s) will be identified by a CDFA issued identification badge and
may wear shirts or hats with a patch or with the words “Department of
Agriculture” or “State Agriculture.”
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. If the property owner is not home, the surveyor will leave an informational flyer and
may return at a later time to initiate contact.

e |If trees are in the front yard and unfenced, the surveyor will inspect trees that are
accessible and leave a post survey notice to explain what was done.

Below are pictures of citrus plants exhibiting HLB symptoms:

Asymmetrical mottling of the leaves A leaf with corky veins

Delimitation survey

If a plant sample is confirmed positive for ClLas, the bacteria that causes HLB, the
following delimitation survey will be conducted. This survey is mandatory. If an ACP
sample tests positive for CLas the delimitation activities will be conducted, but the
activities are not mandatory.

Every property within 250 meters of the initial detection site will be surveyed.

e  Samples from all HLB host plants will be collected.

° HLB hosts include all citrus varieties and hybrids, including kumquat, mandarin,
grapefruit, orange, lemon, and lime; also including closely related plants like curry
leaf and ornamental orange-jasmine.

. Surveyor will make contact with the property owner to request access to the yard.

o  Surveyors may work alone or in pairs.

o  Surveyor will never ask to enter your home.

o  Surveyor will be identified by a CDFA issued identification badge and may wear
hats or shirts that clearly identifies the surveyor with a patch or with the words
“‘Department of Agriculture” or “State Agriculture.”

o Ifthe property owner is not home, the surveyor will leave an informational flyer
and may return at a later time to initiate contact.
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o Iftrees are in the front yard and unfenced, the surveyor will conduct the survey
of the trees which are accessible and leave a postsurvey notice to explain what
was done.

e  Sample Collection

o  The surveyor will collect 20 leaves from each host plant and other plant parts,
such as peduncles and roots and any life stages of the ACP that they find.

o All samples are bagged, labeled and shipped to the CDFA Laboratory in
Sacramento, California for analysis. If the sample is confirmed positive for the
HLB disease, the resident will be notified.

Below are pictures showing examples of CDFA surveyors:

Intensive Survey

If a positive HLB sample is collected from a property or if the sample is inconclusive, a

more intensive survey is conducted on the property.

° Staff will re-contact the resident and schedule a visit to take additional samples.

e The specific host plant is visually sectioned into quadrants and each quadrant is
sampled.

° A collective sample of 20 leaves, peduncles, and fibrous roots will be taken as part
of the intensive sampling.

e  The sample will be bagged, labeled and shipped to the lab for analysis.
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HLB Eradication

ACP Suppression Treatment

The ACP is a very small insect, about the size of an aphid (1/8" inch); it is the vector for
the deadly citrus disease, HLB. It is important to reduce the ACP population to help
prevent the spread of the HLB disease. In any area where CLas positive ACP, or HLB
positive host plants have been detected, CDFA will conduct residential treatments to
suppress ACP populations.

The treatment protocol consists of treating all ACP host plants within 250 meters of a tree
or ACP sample confirmed positive for CLas, the bacteria that causes HLB, with both a
foliar and a systemic insecticide. Foliar insecticides are useful for immediate reduction of
the adult population to eliminate dispersal, while systemic insecticides are used to provide
long term protection against reinfestation. CDFA will act very quickly in these emergency
situations to suppress ACP populations, because the ACP can carry and spread the HLB
disease.

A public meeting (held virtually) may be conducted prior to initiating any treatment

activities in the area.

. Residents will be notified about the public meeting via mailed or hand-delivered post-
card invitations, generally one week prior to the meeting.

o Host plants on the find site and adjacent properties may be treated with homeowner
permission prior to the public meeting.

Foliar treatment is conducted for the immediate reduction of the adult ACP populations

and to prevent the adults from dispersing to the adjacent areas.

o CDFA staff and treatment contractor staff will conduct treatments. The foliage of host
plants within 250 meters of each detection site will be treated with a pyrethroid
contact insecticide Tempo® SC Ultra (B-Cyfluthrin).

e  This will occur using hydraulic spray or a backpack hand sprayer.

Soil treatment is applied as a systemic application of Merit® 2F to kill the sedentary ACP

nymphs and provide long-term protection against reinfestation.

. CoreTect™ pellets may be used in place of Merit® 2F in situations where there are
environmental concerns about soil surface runoff, host plants growing next to ponds
or in small pots, and/or other environmentally sensitive areas.

An official notice of insecticide treatment will be provided to the resident or left at the

residence at least 48 hours in advance of the scheduled treatment date.

e  On the day of treatment staff will make contact with an adult resident to notify them
that CDFA is ready to conduct treatment on the front and/or backyard host plants.
There may be treatment contractor staff on site with CDFA:

o  Staff will identify suitable host plants for treatment and cover any non-host
plants, as needed.
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o Following treatment, staff will remove tarps covering non-host plants and/or
household items and close gates behind them. Completion notices are left with the
homeowners detailing precautions to take and post-harvest information applicable
to any fruit on the property.

Below are examples of notices (provided in both English and Spanish) you might receive
as part of the treatment process:

CALIFORNIA DEP, OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
COUNTY AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE

OFFICIAL NOTICE

ADVANCE NOTICE OF INSECTICIDE TREATMENT

Tha California Departmant of Food and Agdaulure (COFA) hm ratactar Lhe Asian rilres psyllid (ACP), a
sorious insoct pnl or Hunu\onqhmq (HLB). a doodly citrus cn nohnmnnd CDFA has
determined that emergency trestment is mw»mcﬂmn the negative environmental
i SONOMG EMpess IM HLanIlllM of this M Ihlwouulleiomlu would cavse. To pravent (he

nacessary 1o Utra {bata-

spraad of these pasts, t will ba tha insacticides Tempo® SC

cyfiuthrin). @ pyrethroid, and MeritD 2F or CoreTect™ midacioprid), to all citrus trees and host shrubs
located on your propedy. These insecticides Lil adul andior mmature ACP present on your cirus trees
ar host ghiubs. Tha nsscticides are apgled using ground-bassc aquipmant. COFA has salociod thasa
products for use based on their effectiveness against Asian citrus payliid, worker and environmental
safety, and Caliomis registration statvs.

By alowing COFA 1o troat the citrus trecs on your proporty. you will be making a huge contribution to the
suppression of this invasive pesl, which poses an imminent threal {o California’s environment and
conamy.

This treatment is free of charge.

Your propery s scheduled for treatmant on - Unfavorable weather
conditions. such 2s rain or wind, may cause the foatment to be reschoduled.

You do nol need ko be prasen) during the restment as long &5 Iesiment stall have sccesy K your
popony, including the backyoard, The troatment takes only 3 fow minutos If you tako the following stops:
*  Leava your gates unlockeac,
«  If possible. lempornrily wecure any pets and their food and water dishes indoors.
= Closc your doors and windows. They may b opencd after troatmant is complote.
= Move tems such as baibecues, lewn furniture. Loys, etc. avay Tom your trees and shrubs.

it is ot necessary to harvest all of the citrus fruit from your troes bofore the treatment begins. Any fruit to
be picked on or after the treatment date can be left on the tree and harvested after the area has dried.

Aftar the traatmaent le comploted:

o Avoid ontact wilh reald ares unil ihe inealed sres is dry.
» Contact our project office before moving any crus plant material from your property.

Plsasa visit our website to laarn mora about this past hrio: fwww cdfa cagoviplantacp!
i you have any questions or a situation that requires special attention. plonse call

(800} 491-1899.
Thank you for your cooperation,
Block Number: Daw
Fne ker WS Rk rupsher when EnTIBTING o o
€230 & (20007
oS Festend st I esmren Ddsor Stace of CalYomia *
THEpW WUATLIEY »  woeolac Qi N e, Gvemor

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
COUNTY AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE

NOTICE OF INSECTICIDE TREATMENT

The California Departmant of Food and Agriculture :CDFA| has detecied the Asien cires peyd (ACP), a
serlous insect pest, or (HLB), a deadly cit n

On, AM. ¢ PM.. your proporty
was troated with the insacticidels) mma bolow. By allowing COFA to parform emergency traabment of
citrus trees on your proparty, you have made a huge contribution ko the suppression of this invasive pes.
which poses an imminent threat to Calfornia’s enviranment and economy. If you have any questons,
ploase call the Project Office at (800) 491-1899.

Te learn more about the ACP and HLB, please visit the CDFA
websita: hiip:fivww.cdiaca.noviplatiacn!

Tempo#® 5C Ultra (beta-cyfkthrin} is a formulation of a pyrethroid contact insedticide
for controling Asian citrus psylid adults and nymphs. This material will be appled a
rrinimum of one time to the foiage of host plants on designated residential properties.

I:l Merit® 2F (imidachprid. a systemic insccticde) applied o the sod of all host plants at
dosignatod residontial proportios. The mtorial is takon up into the plant via the root systom
and provides approximatsly 12 months of protection against the past, depending on the sci
condibonsy

D CoreTect™ (indackoprid, a systomic insecticide), tablats were applied below the sol
surtace of host plants at designated residential proparties. The material is taken up into the
plant via the root system and provides approximately 12 manths of protection against the
pest, depending an the soil conditions

D N Citrus Family Present -No

CDFA has selected the insecticide products sbove based on their effectiveness against ACP. viorker and
environmental safety, and California registration status.
= Onoe the aren has dried, you may use your progerty as you nommally would,
» Toprevent the spread of this pest, please do not move plant material off your
proporty wthout contacting cur project offico.
= For bost results, pleasa imigate the plants that wore treated within 24 hours of treatment.

I you are expariencing health problems after this apphcation, call the California Poison Cantrol
System hatline at (800) 222-1222{voice), or consult with your physician.

Thank you for your cooperation.
BLOCK NUMBER, DATE

“ans e s Eiek mma - en a-rareng caPE

CEPRREEY

S Do v Dhaase Fies o o vk
Heschiaae A1 41250 vl

Advance notice of treatment

Post-treatment notice
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Below are examples of what you might see during treatment:

CDFA treatment truck Tarping to protect non- Foliar application
host plants and property

CoreTect™ tablets Soil application
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HLB Positive Tree Removal

A host plant or citrus tree that is confirmed by the lab as positive for the bacteria that
causes HLB will decline in health and die. It might appear healthy now, but the disease is
damaging the tree’s vascular system and causing the tree to starve for nutrients. The
diseased tree increases the risk of spreading HLB to other citrus trees in the surrounding
community. The diseased tree acts a reservoir for the bacteria that ACP can feed on,
acquire the bacteria and spread the bacteria to other healthy host plants or trees. There
is no cure for HLB, and all confirmed positive trees must be treated and removed.

o CDFA will notify the property owner or current resident and schedule treatment and

removal of the HLB-positive tree.

. CDFA staff and/or a tree removal contractor will take the necessary precautions to
avoid damaging property and safely remove and dispose of the infected tree(s).

. CDFA staff will oversee all the activities performed by the tree removal crew.

. If the resident is unwilling to allow the removal of the diseased tree, CDFA will use
their authority to abate the nuisance and remove the tree.

o A hold notice will be issued to the property owner where an HLB positive tree has
been confirmed to prevent the movement of any remaining citrus plants and/or
cuttings from the property.

cdfa sy
— CITRUS PEST AND DISEASE PREVENTION DIVISION
Consent for Host Removal

Notice to Hold Commuedities on Premises COF-013 {Rev, 12/2021)
Authority: California Food and Agricaltural Code Sections S70L-5704 and 6303
, caia preuanmos
Tupe ol Premises: - posidence [ Establishment Type: e K an, Bk

Estahlishment Name:

CONSENT FOR HOST REMOY AL

Contact
Phons: Email: I, consgnt L allow the California Department ol Fowd and
Address City Fip Agriculfurs or any o remave (1 all Asian citrus psyllid andor

Reason for Hold: Huanglongbing host matorial or the [ following Asian sitrus psllid andior Huanglonabing hest

material:

at the following location,

Lcentify that 1 have control over this location and am authetized to make changes to the propeity.

SIINATURT DA

No liability shall b attached to th

exent of injury Lo regulated »

lifornia Department of Food and
di

s o7 property from commadily reatments o

Person Contacted

Tas (Rt o (priai:
Signature: Shanature:
idle: Title

Late: Ageuy
Phane:

Thate:

I validate this agrecment. which shall remain in effect until cancelled. revaked or releassd by Agricultural

Notice to hold commodities on premises Consent for host removal
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o On the day of HLB positive host plant removal:

©)

©)

CDFA staff will contact the resident upon arrival at the property and take their
consent.

Staff will remove any household items placed under the tree.

The tree will be completely cut down, and the stump will be removed either
manually or using a stump grinder.

The entire citrus tree is chipped using an onsite wood-chipper or the tree is cut
into pieces and double bagged before removing from the property.

The plant debris is disposed of at the nearest landfill.

Below are pictures showing CDFA staff conducting tree removal:

e  CDFA Authority

o

CDFA’s CPDPD has authority under the Food and Agricultural Code and the
California Code of Regulations to inspect and treat for invasive pests and
diseases that cause harm to citrus trees.

Due to the serious nature of this disease, activities associated with an HLB
confirmed detection are mandatory.

If the resident is unwilling to allow the removal of the diseased tree, CDFA will
use their authority to abate the nuisance and remove the tree.
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Below is an example of an abatement letter you might receive:

Karan Ross, Secratary

Cdfa CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF

FOOD & AGRICULTURE
Jf

April 2, 2024

Mr. and Mrs. Smith
123 ABC Drive
Somewhere, CA 90210

SUBJECT: MANDATORY TREATMENT AND REMOVAL OF HUANGLONGBING
INFECTED TREE

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Smith (or current resident):

The Califernia Department of Foed and Agriculture must treat and remove two lime trees
and one mandarin tree located at 123 ABC Drive, Somewhere, Calfiornia found to be
infected with huanglongbing (HLB) disease, a devastating disease of citrus of which there
is no cure. Any plant or tree infected with HLB will die. Until the infected trees are treated
and removed, they will continue to be HLB reservoirs for the vector Asian citrus psyllid to
feed upon and spread the disease to other trees and plants. Any HLB-infected tree on a
property is considered a public nuisance under the law (Food and Agriculture Code
section 5762). Therefore, the infected trees must be treated and removed as soon as
possible to eliminate the source of the inoculum and protect other citrus trees on the
property and in your neighborhood.

Please contact project personnel at 800-491-1899 no later than 4:30 p.m., Tuesday. April
16, 2024, to schedule treatment and removal of the HLB-infected lime trees and mandarin
tree on your property. If we do not hear from you by that date and time, we will initiate the
abatement process.

If you have any questions, please contact the project personnel at the number above.

Sincerely,

Director, Citrus Pest & Disease Prevention Division

cc: County Agricultural Commissioner

CDFACPDPD e 1220 N Street = Sacramenta, California 95814 State of California |:.
Telephone: 916.274.6300 s waww.cdfa.ca.gov Gavin Newsom, Govermnaor
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